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CULTURAL HERITAGE RESOURCES:  HERITAGE HOUSES 

  



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H01

DESCRIPTION Fieldstone Farmhouse, Lot 5, Concession 1, Huron Township, Bruce County

Address: 1738 Bruce Road 86, Huron-Kinloss
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

The garage to the west of this building is recent, but the building otherwise retains its original farmhouse 
context.

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

This building is a large fieldstone dwelling.  The facade consists of a typical Ontario Cottage-style with two 
added wings.  In the study area, the house is an unusual configuration.  The large doorway on the end-
gable is also atypical.  The window shapes and steep front gable in the, presumably, original western wing
of the house suggest construction in the late 1870s or 1880s.

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

The historical association of this house is unknown.  There is no building shown on this lot in the Historical 
Atlas of 1879.



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H02

DESCRIPTION McWhinney House, Lot 11, Concession 1, E.D., Ashfield

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

Address: 36812 Nile Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

DESCRIPTION

This lot was occupied in 1879 by J. McWhinney, one of the owners of the Nile saw mill.  The 1891 census 
records a wood house on the property and brick 1.5 house under construction. 

The heritage character and context of this farmhouse house is well-preserved.

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

This is a vernacular white brick L-shaped farmhouse, probably built between 1890 and 1910.  The overall 
design of the house is typical of the region, it has two over one fenestration and a decorative truss on the 
projecting front gable.



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H03

DESCRIPTION Multicoloured Brick House, Lot 7, Concession 3, E.D., Ashfield

Address: 83668 Cransford Line, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

The heritage character and context of this house is well-preserved.  The windows and doors have been 
replaced.

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

In basic form, this house is a small, typical Ontario cottage.  It was likely built in the nineteenth century 
after 1870.  The main floor window openings have unusual alternating brick segmented arches. The non-
uniform brick fabric of the exterior walls is also atypical.

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

This property was occupied by T. Johnston in 1879.



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H04

DESCRIPTION Romanesque Brick House, Lot 3, Concession 4, E.D., Ashfield

Address: 36091 Dungannon Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

This house is relatively well-preserved.  The windows have been replaced, but the open recessed porch 
has not been closed in, retaining its original character.

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

This vernacular white brick farmhouse is one of only two in the study area with Romanesque Revival 
influences, seen in the semi-circular arches at the doorway and main floor window.  It was likely built 
around the turn of the last century, before 1910.

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

This property was occupied by J. Jordan in 1879, but it is not known if this house is associated with this 
family.



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H05

DESCRIPTION Brick Farmhose, Lot 3, Concession 6, E.D., Ashfield

Address: 84499 Lanesville Line, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

The farm buildings associated with this house have been removed, but some of the original woodwork is 
intact.  This house retains its heritage character.

This small brick Ontario cottage has a fieldstone foundation. While it is a typical Ontario cottage in form, 
the brickwork is particularly well-done, emphasized in the arches above the windows.  The decoratively 
carved window surrounds are intact, as is the false transom light over the door.  This vernacular cottage is 
a combination of gothic and italianate details. It was likely built between 1880 and 1900.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

In 1879, this property was occupied by W. Cunningham.  No historical information regarding this family is 
known.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H06

DESCRIPTION Crozier House, Lot 8, Concession 6, E.D., Ashfield

Address: 36569 Glens Hill Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

This house is in good condition with relatively intact heritage character.  The verandah has been replaced 
and the original, shown in the Sallows photograph, was much more ornately decorated.

This large fieldstone dwelling house was built in the 1890s in a vernacular Queen Anne style with 
Italianate elements, such as quoins and paired brackets.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

This property was occupied by Jacob Crozier in 1879.  This house was photographed around the turn of 
the 19th to 20th century by local photographer R.R. Sallows.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H07

DESCRIPTION Clare House, Lot 4, Concession 8, E.D., Ashfield

Address: 84932 Lanesville Line, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

The context of this house, as a rural farmhouse in its original location, is intact.  The appearance of the 
house is considerably altered, but presumably the original log construction is intact under the cladding.

This is a small, plain symmetrical house thought to be built of log with recent cladding.  The small 
windows and small size of the house suggest original log construction.  It may date to between the 1860s. 
All of the exterior elements are later.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

This house is part of the Clare Family Century Farm. Patrick Clare occupied the property in 1879.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H08

DESCRIPTION Johnston House, Lot 7, Concession 8, E.D., Ashfield

Address: 85028 Tower Line, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

The farm context of this well-preserved brick farmhouse no longer exists, but its rural character is intact.  
The use of red bricks represents a period of increasing ease of transportation and trade with the rest of 
Ontario due to the construction of better roads and railways.

This brick Edwardian house was built in 1916.  It is a plain square structure with assymetrical plan, built of 
red bricks imported from other parts of Ontario.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

This property was occupied by the Johnston family in 1879.  Former Reeve of Ashfield, Richard Johnston, 
lived here. 

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H09

DESCRIPTION Hawthorn Bank, Lot 5, Concession 9, E.D., Ashfield

Address: 36234 Belgrave Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

While these are not the original farm buildings, the farm has a significant historical association and its 
rural setting and function is unchanged.

This group of farm buildings is situated on the banks of the Nine Mile River.  This house is a white frame 
structure with dark green trim.  It was built in 1905.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
This farm is associated with the well-known Finlay Family, who settled the area in the 1840s. The original 
farm buildings, dating to the original settlement, were located on the south side of the river, the current 
buildings are on the north side of the river. Evidence of early Aboriginal occupation of this land has been 
found on the riverbank.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H10

DESCRIPTION Stothers House, Lot 8, Concession 9, E.D., Ashfield

Address: 36542 Belgrave Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

This house is well preserved and retains its heritage character.

This brick house was built in 1896-1897 in a vernacular style with Italianate influences.  The square 
shape, hipped roof, and plain decoration, are precursors of the Edwardian Classical movement in the 
region.  The house features paired eave brackets, windows with semi-circular heads and a large 
verandah/balcony.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
This property was occupied by A. Philips in 1879.  William Stothers bought the property in 1889.  The 

house was built out of bricks from Holyrood, 12 miles away.  When the Mafeking post office opened in 

1900, Stothers was the post master and ran the post office from this house.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H11

DESCRIPTION Lane House, Lot 4, Concession 10, E.D., Ashfield

Address: 36149 Belfast Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

The heritage character and setting of this house is intact.

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

This fieldstone farmhouse was built in 1894.  It is an example of vernacular architecture with late Gothic 
Revival and Italianate influences.

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

This property was bought by James Lane in 1882.  The Lanes were a prominent family in Ashfield 
Township and Lanesville was named for them.  The Lanes built this house in its present location.



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H12

DESCRIPTION Irwin House, Lot 8, Concession 11, E.D., Ashfield

Address: 36326 Belfast Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

This house has excellent heritage character and intact original woodwork.

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

This 1896 brick farmhouse is an excellent example of late Victorian vernacular architecture with mixed 
Gothic Revival (gable and vergeboards) and Italianate (bays and eave brackets) elements.  The 
reticulated brickwork on the arches appears to be painted in contrasting colours to match decorative 
keystone tiles.

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

This property was occupied by William Irwin in 1879.



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H13

DESCRIPTION Hackett Farm, Lot 9, Concession 11, E.D., Ashfield

Address: 85693 Halls Hill Line, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

This Century Farm is still a working farm.  It retains its rural context and heritage character.

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

This cluster of farm buildings include a frame Ontario cottage farmhouse built in 1872.

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

This property is the site of the original settlement of the Hackett family in 1848.  This influential family 
donated land to build "Hackett's Church", now Trinity United.



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H14

DESCRIPTION While brick farmhouse

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

Address: 36622 Belfast Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

DESCRIPTION

This house is on the property settled by the Hackett family in the 1840s.  This house is on property 
occupied by Joseph Hackett in 1879.  The current house was built in its present configuration in 1890, but 
likely that is the date of the addition to the earlier cottage.  This house has elements similar to H12.

This is an excellently well-preserved Ontario farmhouse.  It displays design elements, such as the three-
bay end gable and eyelash voussoirs.  It retains some original woodwork.

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

This is a well-preserved brick farmhouse with fieldstone foundation and and decorative porch and 
vergeboards.  The L-shaped plan was formed by an addition onto a small brick Ontario cottage.  The 
windows of the original cottage have semi-circular heads and the three windows of the end-gable have 
cambered heads.  Alternating brick voussoirs are painted white. 



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H15

DESCRIPTION Nixon Farm, Lot 10, Concession 11, E.D., Ashfield

Address: 85696 Halls Hill Line, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

The situation and heritage character of this house is relatively intact.

This farm consists of a series of buildings, including two built before 1876, a brick house and a barn (see 
Record B02 in Appendix B).  The brick house on the property is a typical vernacular Ontario cottage with 
Gothic Revival features.  The gable lancet window and dual end-gable chimneys suggest a date of 
construction before 1870.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

This farm is associated with the Nixon family.  The land was originally settled by John Nixon, who received
the deed from the Crown in 1860. 

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H16

DESCRIPTION Gardner House, Lot 10, Concession 12, E.D., Ashfield

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

Address: 85132 Halls Hill Line, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

This house retains its heritage character and rural context.

This vernacular Ontario cottage with Gothic Revival elements may have been built in the 1870s. It was 
built of fieldstone by local stonemason and land-owner William Gardner.  The gable window is a Gothic 
lancet style and the end-gables have two over one fenestration.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

This house is located on land taken from the Crown by stonemason William Gardner in 1861.  John 
Gardner is listed as the occupant of this property in the 1879 historical atlas.  The Gardner family was 
influential in the founding of the hamlet of Zion.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H17

DESCRIPTION Murdoch House, Lot 1, Concession 14, E.D., Ashfield

Address: 35881 Amberley Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

This house retains its heritage character and rural context.

This house is a Gothic Revival Ontario cottage with an intact lancet window with Gothic tracery in the front 
gable.  The dual chimneys are also intact on this fieldstone house.  This building was probably 
constructed before 1870.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

This property was occupied in 1879 by R. Murdoch.  The land was taken from the crown in 1873.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H18

DESCRIPTION Gibson Farm, Lot 5, Concession 14, E.D., Ashfield

Address: 36199 Amberley Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

This house has been considerably altered, but it retains some heritage character.  It is still part of a 
working farm in a rural setting.

This farmhouse is a simple, symmetrical single story wood structure.  It has been reclad and the windows 
have been replaced, and its original wall fabric is unknown, but it is likely a frame house.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

In 1879, this property was owned by Joseph Agnew, who started Hope Cemetery on his property upon the 
death of his daughter.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H19

DESCRIPTION Garvey House, Lot 4, Concession 5, W.D., Ashfield

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

Address: 84166 Bluewater Highway, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

In spite of some later additions and modifications to this house, it retains its heritage character and is 
associated with a nineteenth-century gable barn (B03) that is part of the the existing farm.

This frame house is on land settled by the Garvey family in the late 1840s. This structure was likely built in 
sections, with at least a portion dating to the 1870s.  The ornate Victorian woodwork and "Goderich Porch" 
are well-preserved.  The south-facing end gable has two over one fenestration.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Thomas Garvey received this land in 1849.  From Ireland, he was one of an enclave of Irish Catholics who 
settled near what became Kingsbridge.  The Garvey farm had been in the same family for more than a 
century.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H20

DESCRIPTION O'Neil-Dalton House, Lot 14, Lake Front Concession, Ashfield

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

Address: 84661 Bluewater Highway, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

The woodwork of this house is in excellent condition.  It retains its heritage character and context.

This Ontario cottage is apparently clad in asphalt sheet siding.  It has carved vergeboards and ornate 
spoolwork on the porch that is identical to the Garvey house (H19).  The steep pitch of the gables and 
gable window hood suggests Gothic Revival influence.  The porch, woodwork and end gable fenestration 
are regional vernacular trends.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
This house is associated with the Irish Catholic O'Neil family, who were part of an enclave of Irish 
Catholics in what later became the Kingsbridge area.  The O'Neils donated a portion of land to the 
Catholic Church in order to build a church and cemetery.  The Dalton family, who also settled in the area, 
were related to the O'Neils by marriage.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H21

DESCRIPTION Scott House, Lot 2, Concession 11, W.D., Ashfield

Address: 35674 Belfast Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

This house is well-preserved.  The character of its original construction is intact.  The setting, with linear, 
ordered landscaping, is evocative of the original context of this house.

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

This concrete house was built in 1913.  It has a plain, symmetrical facade with portico and balcony and 
central dormer in the hipped roof.  The house style shows influences of American designs from the early 
twentieth century.  This is a well-preserved example of house styles and materials from that time.

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

The property was taken from the crown by Francis Scott in 1882.



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H22

DESCRIPTION Pagan House, Lot 4, Concession 11, W.D., Ashfield

Address: 85839 Kerrys Line, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

This house retains its heritage character and original association with rural farming.

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

This vernacular Ontario cottage has a central frontispiece.  The gable window is Italianate in design, but 
the vergeboards in the steep gable are Gothic.  The door has sidelights, a transom light, and decorative 
woodwork.  The 2 over 2 double hung main floor windows have cambered heads.  The brickwork is similar
to H05. The house is reported to have a solid brick east portion and veneer brick west portion.

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

This house is on land taken from the Crown in 1863 by William Pagan from Scotland.  William and wife 
Jane were recorded living in a wood house during the 1891 census, so this house was likely built in the 
1890s.



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H23

DESCRIPTION Johnston House, Lot 4, Concession 12, W.D., Ashfield

Address: 86021 Kerrys Line, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

This house retains its heritage character and original association with rural farming.

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

This brick Ontario cottage was built between 1880 and 1885.  The bricks are currently painted white.  The 
shape of the semi-circular arch above the front gable window is similar to houses H05 and H22.

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

This house is on land taken from the Crown in 1848 by James Scullen.  John Johnston bought the land in 
two parts in 1868 and 1875.  He is listed as the owner of the land (no buildings) in 1879. The house was 
built between 1880 and 1885 by John Johnston, Jr. with the help of local bricklayer and carpenter "Curly" 
Jack McKenzie.



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H24

DESCRIPTION McKenzie House, Lot 13, Concession 12, W.D., Ashfield

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

Address: 34343 Zion Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

DESCRIPTION

The house is on property owned in 1879 by Donald McKenzie.

This house is in disrepair, but its original features remain.  Associated farm buildings have been removed.  
The house is an excellent example of local architectural trends at the end of the nineteenth century and 
has good heritage character.

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

The style of this house, built in 1898 (datestone), is one of the most interesting vernacular expressions in 
the study area.  It features an early square, hipped roof shape, with two over one fenestration on the 
facade, a Japanese/Eastlake inspired window, eyelash voussoirs, and Italianate eave brackets.  It is 
made from local fieldstones.



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H25

DESCRIPTION Murchison House, Lot 1, Concession 13, W.D., Ashfield

Address: 86223 Division Line, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

This house retains its heritage character and original association with rural farming.

This house was built between 1874 and 1891 by members of the Murchison family.  It is a fieldstone 
Ontario cottage with a tail with brick quoins and window surrounds.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
This house is on property associated with the Murchison family in 1874.  One of the sons, Hugh, took the 
land from the Crown in 1908.  The Murchison sons built this house themselves.  Hugh and Jack became 
stonemasons, Dan and Steven became carpenters, Charlie a mechanic, and Peter and Paul blacksmiths.  
They were a Roman Catholic family originally from Scotland.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H26

DESCRIPTION Pickering House, Lot 1, Concession 14, W.D., Ashfield

Address: 86523 Division Line, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

Alterations to this house are not irreversible and it retains its heritage character and original association 
with rural farming.

This fieldstone Ontario cottage has small, square-headed windows on the main floor and a lancet window 
in the front gable, suggesting an association with the Gothic Revival style and a date of construction 
before 1880.  The front enclosed porch is a recent addition.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

This land was occupied by J. Pickering in 1879.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H27

DESCRIPTION Stone Queen Anne House, Lot 2, Concession 14, W.D., Ashfield

Address: 35601 Amberley Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

This house retains its heritage character and original association with rural farming.  It is set much closer 
to the road than many earlier farmhouses, suggesting an increased importance in commerce and 
transportation around the turn of the 19th century.

This fieldstone house was built in a restrained vernacular Queen Anne style, likely in the 1890s or early 
1900s.  The multiple gables and wrap-around porch are typical of this style, but the building material and 
lack of decoration are not.  It has eyelash stone voussoirs and arched front window and a classically-
inspired pediment and columns at the entry.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

This house is on land occupied by W. Murray in 1879.  It is not known who built the existing house, 
although the stonework has similarities to H24.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H28

DESCRIPTION Fieldstone Farmhouse, Lot 6, Concession 14, W.D., Ashfield

Address: 86508 Kingsbridge Line, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

This house retains its heritage character and original association with rural farming.  It is an example of 
the interesting vernacular architecture of the region in the 1890s.  The property also has a large barn.

This fieldstone farmhouse was built in 1891 (date stone).  It has an L-shaped plan with a steep Gothic 
gable above the porch and a brick bay window on the projecting front gable. This vernacular house is 
conservatively Gothic with little Italianate influence (the bay window only), and some early Queen Anne 
decoration (seen in the porch and cresting above the bay).

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

This land was occupied by D. McRae in 1879.  It is not known who built this house.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H29

DESCRIPTION Concrete Farmhouse, Lot 12, Concession 14, W.D., Ashfield

Address: 86644 18 Mile Line, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

This house retains some of its original woodwork and has excellent heritage character.  The plain 
composition with occassional Queen Anne decorative details is an unusual juxtaposition.  The Eastlake 
windows and shingled dormers and general foursquare shape suggest a midwestern American influence.

This house is a two-storey concrete veneer American Foursquare with a Victorian decorated porch and 
balcony, a hipped roof with shingled dormers containing paired Japanese/Eastlake windows.  Elsewhere, 
the windows are plain with cambered heads and were probably originally double-hung two over two.  It 
may have been built between 1900 and 1920.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

This house is on land occupied by F.M. McDonald in 1879.  The builder of this house is unknown.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H30

DESCRIPTION Log House, Lot 2, Lake Front Concession, Ashfield

Address: 83889 Bluewater Highway, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

The heritage character of this house is difficult to determine.  More investigation is required.  It does not 
currently have any associated farm structures and may not be in its original location, if it is, in fact, a 
heritage structure.

This Ontario cottage is a highly renovated log house.  The front gable may be a recent addition, although 
the semi-circular arch heading the gable window is evocative of other structures built in the 1870s and 
1880s in the region.  It is difficult to evaluate whether there are any original elements, but the large logs 
and fieldstone chimney suggest an underlying heritage structure.  If so, it would be one of few log 

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

This house is on land occupied by William Baxter in 1879.  The builder of this house is unknown.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H31

DESCRIPTION Brick Farmhouse, Lot 3, Lake Front Concession, Ashfield

Address: 83901 Bluewater Highway, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

This house retains its heritage character and association with rural farming.  The red brick construction is 
unusual in the study area and is evocative of a period of increasing ease of trade and transportation at the 
beginning of the twentieth century.

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

This red brick house is the basic shape of an American Foursquare, but has Edwardian Classical 
elements.  The pedimented and columned porch and pedimented central dormer attest to this.  The house 
also has eave brackets.  It was probably built between 1900 and 1920.

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

This house is on land occupied in 1879 by William Baxter.  It is not known who built this house, but the red
bricks are probably derived from more eastern parts of Ontario, like the Milton bricks used to construct St. 
Joseph's Church.



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H32

DESCRIPTION St. Joseph's Rectory, Lot 15, Lake Front Concession, Ashfield

Address: 84682 Bluewater Highway, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

The context of this house, as part of the St. Joseph's property is original.  The convent, once located on 
this property, has been removed.  See also the records for St. Joseph's Church (X03 in Appendix D) and 
cemetery (L13 in Appendix G).

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

This red brick house was built on an American Foursquare design in 1926.

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

This house is the rectory for St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church.



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H33

DESCRIPTION Concrete Queen Anne House, Lot 16, Lake Front Concession, Ashfield

Address: 84809 Bluewater Highway, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

This house is made from an unusual material in this region.  The situation of the house, set relatively 
close to the road, and the building material, reflect the late nineteenth/early twentieth century increasing 
focus on trade and transportation.  The porch is similar in design to the Goderich porch, and those seen 
on the O'Neil-Dalton House (H20) and the Garvey House (H19).

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

This Queen Anne style L-shaped house was built from rusticated cast concrete blocks.  Apart from the 
porch, it is little decorated.  It was probably built between about 1890 and 1910.

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

This house is on land occupied by the Austin family in 1879.  The Austins were an influential Catholic 
family in the area.  It is not known who built this house.



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H34

DESCRIPTION Concrete Foursquare House, Lot 18, Lake Front Concession, Ashfield

Address: 84947 Bluewater Highway, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

Although most of the original farm buildings have been removed, the landscaping and situation of this 
house supports its well-preserved heritage character.  It reflects American influences in the region in the 
early twentieth century.

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

This is a very well-preserved early twentieth century house based on an American Foursquare design.  
Apart from the pedimented dormer, the Classical elements of Edwardian architecture are absent.  The 
house appears to be concrete construction or concrete veneer.  The patterned slate roof is the only 
decorative element.

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

This house is on land settled by the Dalton family in the nineteenth century.  The Daltons were, like the 
Garveys, O'Neils, Sullivans and Austins, part of the Irish Catholic settlement around Kingsbridge.



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H35

DESCRIPTION Sullivan House, Lot 19, Lake Front Concession, Ashfield

Address: 85005 Bluewater Highway, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

This house has excellently well-preserved heritage character and continues to be associated with rural 
farming.

This large brick house has many defining elements of the Italianate style, including paired eave brackets, 
bay window, quoins, contrasting keystones above the windows, and decorated porch and portico.  This 
house was probably built in the 1880s.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

This house was built by the Sullivan family, who settled this land in the nineteenth century.  They were an 
influential Catholic family in the Kingsbridge area.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H36

DESCRIPTION Frame Kintail House, Lot 22, Lake Front Concession, Ashfield

Address: 85169 Bluewater Highway, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 2 December, 2010

This structure has good heritage character and context, but more research into its original and function is 
required.

This front gable two-storey building has an asymmetrical facade facing the road.  It has a large porch and 
balcony with rusticated cast concrete supports that may or may not be original to the house.  Its age is 
unknown, but the placement of the building suggests a former commercial structure.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

This house is on property occupied by A. Young in 1879.  It is located in the hamlet of Kintail and its form 
and situation suggest a former commercial or public structure, rather than a dwelling.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H37

DESCRIPTION Ryan House, Lot 3, Concession 10, E.D., Colborne

Address: 37215 Nile Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

This house is in some disrepair, but the original door is a very rare feature on historic buildings in the 
study area.  The heritage character of this house is therefore excellent, and it retains its original rural 
farming context.

This frame Ontario cottage appears to be clad in asphalt sheeting, so the original cladding is unknown. 
The windows and front door are original.  The semi-circular gable window head and low pediments above 
the main floor windows and transom suggest an influence of Italianate details on this vernacular house.  
The door, which features paired windows and a false transom light, is particularly Italianate.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

This house is on land occupied by the Rhyan (Ryan) family in 1879.  No structure is shown on this 
property in the historical atlas of that year.  This house was probably built by members of this family in the 
1880s.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H38

DESCRIPTION May House, Lot 11, Concession 1, E.D., Ashfield

Address: 36856 Nile Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

This is the only Ontario cottage in the study area with a hipped, rather than gable roof.  It has good 
heritage character, although the enclosed porch is a later addition.  Situated on the outskirts of Nile, it 
retains most of its original heritage context.

This Ontario cottage has been covered with a concrete veneer.  It features a hipped roof, pedimented 
main floor windows, a semi-circular front gable window and an added enclosed porch.  The high gable 
window (above the eaves) suggests that this house may have been originally constructed of log and the 
concrete veneer and window surrounds are therefore later.  This cannot be confirmed at present.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

This house is on land occupied in 1879 by Nile blacksmith George May.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H39

DESCRIPTION Dustow House, Lot 7, Concession 12, E.D., Colborne

Address: 36544 Gore Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

This house has good heritage character.  It is part of a working farm.

This simple symmetrical fieldstone house is part of the Dustow Century Farm.  Its age is difficult to 
determine, but may date to before the middle of the nineteenth century.  The door and windows have been
replaced.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

This house is part of the Dustow Century Farm.

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H40

DESCRIPTION Nile Brick House, Nile

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

Address: 36945 Nile Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

DESCRIPTION

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

This house has good heritage character and supports the character of the village of Nile.

This large, two-storey brick house with fieldstone foundation is Italianate in style and was likely built in the 

1880s.  The porch has been removed and the windows, shutters, and doors replaced, but the shape, 

including the two-storey bay and hipped roof are indicative of Italianate influence, as are the roof brackets.

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

This house is on property owned by William McVittie in 1879.  

CONTEXT/COMMENTS



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H41

DESCRIPTION Brick House, Nile

Address: 36972 Nile Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

This building has good heritage character, although many of the original details have been altered.  More 
research regarding the function and background of this building is required.

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

This 1.5 storey brick house has large windows and a wide doorway, currently configured with side- and 
transom lights.  The east wing is either a much more recent addition or reclad.

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

This building is on land originally owned by the early Wawanosh settler John Jackman.  His son, John 
Wawanosh Jackman, owned this property in 1879.  The situation of the house, close to the road with the 
end gable facing the road in the village of Nile, suggests that this house was once a commercial building.



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H42

DESCRIPTION Pentland House, Lot 14, Concession 1, West Wawanosh

Address: 37048 Nile Road, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: B. Slim and C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 December, 2010

Although reclad, this house retains its heritage character.  If it is a log house, it may be the dwelling 
originally occupied by the Pentland family in Wawanosh Township.

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

This Ontario cottage has large rectangular main floor windows and a small, high front gable window.  The 
windows and door are not original and the house has been reclad.  The size and placement of the gable 
window, especially, suggests that this house is of log construction and has been clad to appear as a frame
building.

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

DESCRIPTION

This house is on land settled by the Pentland family, who came to Wawanosh Township from Ireland by 
way of Amherst Island.  The elder Samuel Pentland was a weaver whose loom is currently in the 
collection of the Royal Ontario Museum.  In 1879, this particular property was owned by Samuel Pentland, 
Jr., also a weaver.



PROJECT NO. TC111501

RECORD NO. H43

DESCRIPTION Girvin House, Lot 1, Concession 2, West Wawanosh

APPENDIX F - HERITAGE HOUSES

Address: 83336 Lucknow Line, Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh
Recorded by: C. Howell
Date Recorded: 21 June, 2011

DESCRIPTION

This house was built by Charles Girvin, a well-known community leader who served as Reeve for both 
Ashfield and Wawanosh Townships, built the first school in West Wawanosh, and helped build the Nile 
Methodist Church.  A biographical sketch, including a picture of this house, is featured in the 1879 
historical atlas of Huron County.

This house has excellent heritage character and retains its rural farming context.

STYLE/DESIGN/PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

CONTEXT/COMMENTS

This 1.5 storey brick house has a front gable frontispiece containing a Gothic Revival lancet window and 
large, arched doorway with fanlight transom and sidelights.  The walls are red brick with white brick trim, 
giving the house a combination Gothic/Classical appearance.  This house likely dates to before 1870.




